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Colocynth 
Citrullus colocynthis

Scientific Name
Citrullus colocynthis (L.) Schrad.

Synonyms
Cucumis colocynthis L.

Common Names
bitter apple, bitter paddy melon, colocynth, colocynth melon, vine -of-Sodom, wild gourd

Family
Cucurbitaceae

Origin
Native to northern Africa (i.e. from Morocco to Egypt) and Asia (i.e. from Israel eastward to Iran, India and parts of tropical Asia).

Naturalised Distribution
Widely naturalised in the inland parts of Australia (i.e. in northern and western Queensland, western New South Wales, throughout
much of Western Australia and South Australia, in the southern and central parts of the Northern Territory, and in north-western
Victoria).

Also naturalised in other parts of the world, including southern USA (i.e. Texas).

Notes
Colocynth (Citrullus colocynthis) is an environmental weed in the Northern Territory, Western Australia and Victoria. this species is
common in disturbed inland areas, particularly on floodplains in semi-arid regions. In Western Australia it can be found it a wide variety
of habitats including open woodlands, grasslands, river beds and banks, flood plains, on bare areas and road verges and in disturbed
and undisturbed natural vegetation.
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close-up of leaves (Photo: Rob and
Fiona Richardson)

close-up of flower and roughly
hairy upper leaf surface (Photo:

Rob and Fiona Richardson)

immature fruit (Photo: Rob and
Fiona Richardson)

close-up of seeds (Photo: Carole
Ritchie at USDA PLANTS Database)

Fact sheets are available from Department of Employment, Economic Development and Innovation (DEEDI) service centres and our Customer Service Centre (telephone
13 25 23). Check our website at www.biosecurity.qld.gov.au to ensure you have the latest version of this fact sheet. The control methods referred to in this fact sheet
should be used in accordance with the restrictions (federal and state legislation, and local government laws) directly or indirectly related to each control method. These
restrictions may prevent the use of one or more of the methods referred to, depending on individual circumstances. While every care is taken to ensure the accuracy of
this information, DEEDI does not invite reliance upon it, nor accept responsibility for any loss or damage caused by actions based on it.

Copyright 2011. All rights reserved. The University of Queensland. Special edition of Environmental Weeds of Australia for Biosecurity Queensland.
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